Inventory Number:; tta0182ee

Media: Uncompressed Digital Audio - DVD

Center for Popular Music - Audio Log

Title: Music & Interview with Booker T. Miller (Born 1910)

Date: 1968

Miller knew and played with Charlie Patton.

Source: Originally recorded to Side 1 7" reel of 1/4" X 1800' tape at 3 3/4
i.p.s. - left channel only by Gayle Dean Wardlow.

Place: Greenwood, Mississippi

CPM inventory: tta0182ee = 10" reel of 1/4" X 2500' analogue tape at 7 1/2 i.p.s. 2 track
mono (Source at extremely low level. -15 h.f roll-off 7.5k-15k level boost 10 db.)

Transferred to 10" reel of 1/4" tape - 2 track mono @ 7 1/2 ips by Bruce
Nemerov. Audio digitization by Martin Fisher. Historical Consulting and
description - Tyler DeWayne Moore.

Time In | Track

Title/Description

Artist or Interviewee

File Name cpm_94048_ttal82ee_010101_pres_1968BookerT.Miller
Booker met C. Patton @ Strickland Plantation, Rulesville, MS 1930-31 on
greasy street; Miller was playing on the street when Patton approached
00.00.00| 1 |him; Miller respected Patton's records and music; Miller remembers Booker Miller
Down the Dirt Road Blues; John Nance, fiddler and guitarist, stayed at
Miller's house one night in the 1930s;
00.04.10| 2 |Miller tries to play High Water Everywhere; Booker Miller
Miller discusses possible causes of Patton's death; Wardlow discusses .
00.05.32) 3 Patton getting shot and walking with a limp; Booker Miller
00.09.18| 4 |Miller discusses Patton's best tunes; Miller recalls Pony Blues; Booker Miller
Wardlow asks about Patton's brand of guitar - Stella & Gibson; Miller .
00.10.38) 5 went to the Eastman plantation and played with Patton; Booker Miller
00.13.20| 6 |(24 sec silence in source tape) Booker Miller
Wardlow plays Willie Brown's Future Blues and M&O Blues for Miller;
Booker estimates Patton at 35-36 at first meeting; When he met Patton,
00.13.44| 7 |Miller was on his way up and Patton was on his way down; Miller met Booker Miller
Brown in Moorhead and Itta Bena; Miller eludes to a musician named
"Sugar," who sang Bottle It Up and Go - maybe Tommy McClennan.
00.15.46| 8 |Recollections of Rice Miller (Sonny Boy Williamson 2); Booker Miller
Patton's speech and growling talking voice; he did not speak clear, just
00.16.11| 9 |gravely; Miller met Kid Bailey in Moorhead and Itta Bena; Miller nearly |Booker Miller
got killed for playing a song that one man did not want him to play;
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00.19.52

10

Wardlow plays Bukka White record; Napoleon Harriston played second
guitar for White; both men were from around Itta Bena; Miller talks
about Bo Weevil Jackson living around Glendora and Swan Lake; Miller's
nickname, back then, was Pink; Bo Weevil Jackson lived around Holly
Ridge, but he was always a traveller - itinerant nature; Miller knew
Henry "Son" Stuckey and other musicians from Morgan City; Neither
Patton or Miller ever went to church, but Patton did occasionally play
spirituals; Neither men were big gamblers; Wardlow asks about Elder
Greene, the drinking, gambling, preacher;

Booker Miller

00.33.20

11

Booker T. Miller's biographical details; Miller was born near Itta Bena on
Mr. Ray's plantation in 1910; His father was a mill-operator and small
farmer; Wardlow mentions Boll Weevil Blues;

Booker Miller

00.36.11

12

Wardlow plays Patton records; Miller evaluates Patton as a guitarist;
Miller tried to learn everything Patton played, because "he was the
champ, he could endure," ande he played all night long - very
professional; Miller saw Patton get drunk - never too drunk to play;
Patton didn't play instrumentals; Patton plays Elder Greene Blues; In
every music store in town "you wouldn't hear nothing 'whoopin' but
Charlie Patton";

Booker Miller

00.42.19

13

Wardlow names song titles - Charlie Bradley's 1066 Blues, You Gonna
Miss Me Honey, Stoop Down, I've a Mother Up in the Keys, and Black
Cow Blues; Miller remembers Black Cow - recites the first line; Miller
remembers some songs, but can not recall others;

Booker Miller

00.46.41

14

Booker: Patton used brass pipe for slide on little finger;

Booker Miller

00.49.42

15

Booker names area musicians still living in 1968; he expresses that he
would like to get all of them back together and make a record together;

Booker Miller

00.50.55

16

Wardlow plays Down the Dirt Road Blues; Booker "translates" lyrics to
Patton's Everyday Seems Like Murder Here - four day blues; Wardlow
Dry Well Blues about Lula, MS during the drought around the 1930s;

Booker Miller

00.55.31

17

Wardlow plays other Patton records with commentary by Booker to end
of tape side; Miller does his best to recognize the lyrics;

Booker Miller
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