
Machine - Studer A-807; 5" reel 1/4" x 600'; 1.5 millimeter mylar; 

Nassau brand; 3 and 3/4 ips left channel only

Time In Track Title/Description Artist or Interviewee

cpm_94048_tta182hh

00.00.00 0 Tones: 1K, 10K, 400 Hz@-2Vu 7 and 1/2 ips - 2 track mono

00.01.20 1

Wardlow asks Speir about ethical practices in the recording industry; 

Speir tried to pay his artists $50 a side (i.e. three records = $300); Speir 

did not like legal actions concerning royalties; Wardlow asks about 

dishonest practices, but Speir felt that many of his artists trusted him;

HC Speir

00.03.18 2

Speir talks about bailing Tommy Johnson out of jail and paying $250 for 

his bond; Johnson jumped bond and hid in Ansley, Louisiana; Speir had 

to track him down and carry him back to get his money - "two or three 

days to find that boy";

HC Speir

00.05.57 3

Wardlow asks if Speir ever got Charlie Patton out of jail; Patton was in 

the jail somewhere in the Delta; PC Brockman and Art Satherly really 

enjoyed to listen to the blues; Wardlow asks if the record engineers knew 

much about guitar tunings; Speir discusses the use of tunings; Speir 

talks about hi-fidelity;

HC Speir

00.09.52 4
Speir talks about pitch shifting on Paramount Records - "Their studios 

weren't up to par at all"; 
HC Speir

00.10.45 5

Speir and Wardlow discuss the brand of guitars used for recordings - 

Stellas and Washburns; Speir talks about recording techniques; Some 

artists sounded better 12-15 inches away from the microphone; Speir 

used two microphones for recording guitarists; 

HC Speir
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00.14.02 6

Speir is getting tired and wants to end the interview, but Wardlow talks 

him into going on till the end of the tape; Wardlow asks about the use of 

pseudonyms by record companies; 

HC Speir

00.15.14 7

Wardlow discusses how a good selling artist might be asked back to 

record another session; Wardlow asks about the information retained by 

record companies and promotional material for the records; Columbia, 

Victor, Brunswick, and Okeh were good about sending out such material;

HC Speir

00.18.13 8

Speir occasionally would take pictures of the artists and send them to the 

record companies "by request only"; Wardlow asks, "Did record 

executives have a good sense of what would sell?"  Speir answers that 

records were sent out in bulk to see what would "hit"; one out of ten 

records would "hit";

HC Speir

00.20.02 9

Speir was the best scout for ten years; Charlie Patton was one of the 

musicians "that stood out" in Speir's mind; Patton sold records all over 

the Mississippi Valley; Speir contends that he "knew what was gonna 

sell";

HC Speir

00.22.17 10
Speir does not think that the title had much to do with the selling of a 

record; Speir let people listen to the records before they bought them; 
HC Speir

00.23.30 11

Wardlow asks Speir about what would have happened had he bought 

Paramount Records; Speir doubts he would have made it through the 

Depression with his record company - had he bought it; 

HC Speir

00.25.11 12

Speir argues that white's bought race records in substantial numbers; 

Why did people buy these records in South America; Wardlow asks about 

the mexican musical styles; 

HC Speir

00.27.16 13

Wardlow asks, "What were the main factors you looked for in trying to 

figure out how good a blues singer was?"  Speir wanted a singer's voice 

and guitar to accompany each other well; "They have to be together."

HC Speir

00.27.56 14

A singer needed to have more than a couple of songs to record for Speir; 

If a singer only had two songs, "then he'd have to write some more." 

Patton had many songs in his repertoire; 

HC Speir
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00.29.01 15
Wardlow asks, "Did you look for originality in a blues singer?"  Speir 

always looked for new songs; 
HC Speir

00.30.14 16

Some singers would not take no for an answer, and keep coming back to 

Speir to audition; Some of the singers that he turned down ended up 

recording for others and doing well; "You see the thing about it, you can 

be the very best scout in the world and hear a man sing, but unless you 

put him on record and hear his voice back" you don't know if his voice 

carries well in recordings; Furthermore, Speir argued, "I've heard 

negroes sing that didn't sound like anything at all, but after you put it on 

record it sounded really good."

HC Speir

00.31.49 17

Wardlow asks Speir why musicians came to the Delta; Speir says that the 

subjugation endured by blacks in the Delta has a great affect on how 

people sing; The blues gaves Mississippi blacks a spiritual uplift;

HC Speir
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