Inventory Number; tta0182j

Media: Uncompressed Digital Audio - DVD

Center for Popular Music - Audio Log

Title: Wardlow interviews Harry Charles, Birmingham, AL

Date: 1968

Time:

NOTES: Original recording on 5" reel of 1/4" tape left channel only by
Gayle Dean Wardlow. Audio had severe dropouts all throughout.

Place: 8800 West Blvd. Birmingham, Alabama

Talent scout for the Paramount record company

Transferred to 10" reel of 1/4" tape - 2 track mono @ 7 1/2 ips by Bruce
Nemerov. Audio digitization by Martin Fisher. Historical Consulting and
description - Tyler DeWayne Moore.

Time In | Track

Title/Description

Artist or Interviewee

File Name |cpm_94048_tta0182k_010101_pres_19680320HarryCharles

00.00.00 1 The first company tha.t C.harles worked for was Paramount; Charles gives more Harry Charles
biographical information;

00.03.06 9 Paramount goes out of bus.mess in }931'32, Paramount got bought in 1929; Harry Charles
Gennet Records and electric recording;
Lucille Bogan in Chicago; "Sweet Petunia," recorded by Bogan and Ma Rainey;

00.04.37 3 Ed Bell picked up in Alabama; Barefoot Bill in Atlanta; Harry Charles
Bo Weevil Jackson / Sam Butler on Vocalion; Buddy Boy Hawkins was originally

00.08.13 4  |from Birmingham, Alabama; Buddy Boy got lost after recording session; Charles |Harry Charles
discusses his Paramount session recordings;

00.11.37 5 The two dlcus"s- harmonica player, Bullett, and writing the song "Jefferson Harry Charles
County Blues";

00.14.43 6 P.C. Brockman in AFlanta with Oke}} Becords, Br}mswmk turns down "Two Black Harry Charles
Crows" and Columbia sells over a million records;

00.16.40 7 Recording for Parar'nount in Long Island, New York, and business practices in Harry Charles
the record industry;
The best piano player he ever saw in his life - Will Ezell. "Cow Cow" Davenport,

00.19.22 8 piano player from Alabama, and his wife - Ivy Smith; Harry Charles

00.91.44 9 Georgia Torln, Blind Blake; Art Lalb.ly, Gennett recorded the masters for Harry Charles
Paramount; Broadway Record label;

00.25.12 | 10 |Songwriting for St. Louis; eight songs in one day; two cents a song royalties; Harry Charles

00.27.05 | 11 |African American record label - Black Patty; Harry Charles
"Cow Cow" Davenport's recordings and live show in the North and South;

00.28.22 ) 12 Charles acknowledges Ezell and Davenport; Harry Charles
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00.32.11 | 13 |Bessie Smith, Frank Walker, and how Charles got in the record business; Harry Charles
00.34.32 | 14 |Atlanta in 1927; Bo Weevil Jackson; Harry Charles
00.35.56 | 15 |Quality of early recording equipment; Harry Charles
00.38.06 16 Travels around Atlanta; rgn .adverstldements in the newpaper to let people know Harry Charles
where he would be recording;
Decca Records and founder Jack Kapp; Lucille Bogan's early recording career;
00.41.52 | 17 |Will Ezell started courting Bogan; Bogans on Brunswick; Bogans recorded under |Harry Charles
the name of Bessie Jackson in New York;
00.45.43 | 18 |[Six week session in New York; Booze to loosen up the artists before recording; Harry Charles
Working for QRS and Paramount Records; Paramount was the biggest selling
label for Hillbilly and Blues Music; Blind Blake and Lemon Jefferson two biggest
00.47.06 | 19 blues artists; Ma Rainey played with a big band; African American preachers and Harry Charles
singers;
00.50.43 | 20 |Trips to New York; jazz singers; transporting artists; royalty statements; Harry Charles
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