Inventory Number: tta0182k

Media: Uncompressed Digital Audio - DVD

Center for Popular Music - Audio Log

Title: Wardlow interviews Harry Charles

Date: 1968-03-20

Time:

NOTES: Original recording on 5" reel of 1/4" tape left channel only by
Gayle Dean Wardlow. Audio had severe dropouts all throughout.

Place: 8800 West Blvd. Birmingham, Alabama

Charles lives in Birmingham, AL; he was a talent scout for the Paramount record company

Transferred to 10" reel of 1/4" tape - 2 track mono @ 7 1/2 ips by Bruce
Nemerov. Audio digitization by Martin Fisher. Historical Consulting and
description - Tyler DeWayne Moore.

Time In | Track

Title/Description

Artist or Interviewee

File Name

cpm_94048_ttal82k_010101_pres_19680320HarryCharles

00.00.00

1

Throwing away trunks of records; spending lots of money entertaining
the recording artists;

Harry Charles

00.01.20

Ma Rainey's "Sweet Petunia"; Mr. Charles' own disguised recording as
African American singers; picking hits off the radio;

Harry Charles

00.03.05

Alabama recording artists; Robert Dixon and John Goodrich's early 1960s
book, Blues and Gospel Records, 1902-1942; Birmingham Jubilee
Singers;

Harry Charles

00.04.38

Paramount recording artists that Charles signed; Gene Autry's session
with Art Laibly and Moeser; QRS recordings; Art Satherly in St. Louis;
Charles gave alias names for many recording artists;

Harry Charles

00.07.29

Blue Jay Singers of Birmingham; Charles tells a story about Moeser - the
head of Paramount; Wardlow asks about the best guitarist Charles ever
heard;

Harry Charles

End of tape 1

00.00.00

Reasons for giving artists certain aliases; Satherly moved from
Paramount to QRS;

Harry Charles

00.03.56

Copyright cards from 1920s blues songs; Bo Weevil Jackson; composing
songs for blues artists;

Harry Charles

00.07.05

Where did QRS get most of their talent? Satherly's poor scouting ability;
Charles' early song publishing; Cow Cow Davenport's songs;

Harry Charles

00.11.53

Wardlow attempts to procure some copyright cards; Wardlow laments the
fact that Charles threw away a trunk full of records; Bo Weevil Jackson's
wardrobe;

Harry Charles
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Ma Rainey came to Atlanta to see Charles at Silver's 10-cent store; talent

00.14.40) 5 |was much better live than on record for Paramount; Ida Cox; Barefoot Harry Charles
Bill;
Cow Cow Davenport's first recording for Gennett in Richmond, Indiana;

00.18.41) 6 Dora Carr is an alias for Ivy Smith; Recording sessions with Gennett; Harry Charles
Sid Harris' "Mountain Jack Blues," owned by Charles; Wardlow plays

00.00.00) 1 Cow Cow Davenport songs; Cow Cow's vaudeville comedy Harry Charles

00.02.28| 2 |Jabo Williams from Pratt City, Alabama; Harry Charles
Reverend I.B. Ware - street singer; Bo Weevil Jackson records; Laibly

00.03.53| 3 |found Bo Weevil wandering and begging in Chicago after a Harry Charles
session; Wardlow plays QRS records;

00.07.41| 4 |Early recording for QRS; Blind artists; Harry Charles
Wardlow plays more records; Charles employed other scouts to bring him

A1, . . . .

00.11.35 5 artists; Buddy Boy Hawkins records; King Solomon Hill; Harry Charles
Wardlow plays Barefoot Bill's records; Ed Bell on Paramount recorded in

00.15.48| 6 |Chicago; Charles was stiffed by Paramount and took many artists to Harry Charles
other labels;

00.19.59| 7 |Charles took mostly white talent from Paramount; Harry Charles

00.20.44| 8 |Ivy Smith on Okeh around 1924 with Cow Cow Davenport on piano; Harry Charles

00.22.12 9 Gennet - Davenport and Carr - You Don't Mean Me No Harm; Harry Charles

002311 10 Smokey - St. Peters Blues; Blues talent in North Carolina; Harry Charles
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