Inventory Number; tta0182m

Media: Uncompressed Digital Audio - DVD

Center for Popular Music - Audio Log

Title: Wardlow & Calt interviews Lilly Hester, Roberta Jamison, and Charlie Atkins

Date:

Time:

NOTES: Original recording on 5" reel of 1/4" tape left channel only by
Gayle Dean Wardlow. Audio had severe dropouts all throughout.

Place:

Sisters of Henry "Son" Sims

Transferred to 10" reel of 1/4" tape - 2 track mono @ 7 1/2 ips by Bruce
Nemerov. Audio digitization by Martin Fisher. Historical Consulting and
description - Tyler DeWayne Moore.

Time In | Track

Title/Description

Artist or Interviewee

File Name cpm_94048_tta0182m_010101_pres_LillyHester&RobertaJamison
Son Sims was born in Anguilla, MS; died 1958; Son recorded in Detroit . . . .
.00. 1 ’ dl t Hest d Atk
00.00.00 around 1930; Son and Charley came by Hester's home around 1930; Wardlow interviews Hester, Jamison an s
00.03.02 2 Son started play“?g by hlms.elf n Renova, MS as.a boy; Son praciflced Wardlow interviews Hester, Jamison and Atkins
near the railroad in Renova; Son played guitar, fiddle, and piano;
Son's birth date August 22, 1890 - 68 when he died; Son came in from
K ille playi ic with th h icians; . . . .
00.04.58 g/ hnoxviiep aying music with three other musicians; Son started on Wardlow interviews Hester, Jamison and Atkins

piano, but loved to play mandolin; Son played with his cousin. Guitarist
Harry Miller around Renova;

00.07.54 4

Clarksdale, MS at Stovall Farms; Hester remembers Charley Patton
coming through where she lived in Renova and waking people up with
his music; Drinking and clowning of Patton and Son; Son was about 5'10"
inches tall; Son played areound Drew, MS;

Wardlow interviews Hester, Jamison and Atkins

00.13.55 5

Fiddle breakdowns and white music; origin of his nickname; Son was a
good kid; After Son's cousin went to Chicago, Son played with Patton;
Son and Patton played in Detroit and Knoxville per Charlie Atkins;

Wardlow interviews Hester, Jamison and Atkins

00.21.06 6

Warlow plays records of "Son" Sims and Charlie Patton; Musician
Warren Scott taught Son mandolin;

Wardlow interviews Hester, Jamison and Atkins

00.23.15 7

Grandfather Warren Scott (Renova, MS) played fiddle;

Wardlow interviews Hester, Jamison and Atkins

00.25.07 8

Son as a singer & fiddler; he always said he couldn't sing; Son liked to
play rough, with hardly any rosin on the strings; Ms. Leeane Sparks in
Drew right past Parchman might have photos of trhe artists. Son sold all
his musical equipment when he found out he would die;

Wardlow interviews Hester, Jamison and Atkins

End of source tape Side 1/ Begin Side 2

00.28.43 9

Wardlow sets up the microphone;

Steven Calt and Wardlow conduct the interview with Hester
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00.29.27

10

Fiddling grandfather raised in Washington D. C. died in 1923 @ 100
years old; Son's grandfather had been a slave, Warren Scott, andf played
fiddle; Son wes in his twenties when he moved to Sunflower; Son mainly
played instrumental music without singing even though his sisters said
he could sing well;

Steven Calt and Wardlow conduct the interview with Hester

00.33.51

11

Arnie Miller-Son's guitar playing cousin;

Steven Calt and Wardlow conduct the interview with Hester

00.36.41

12

Son played a lot for whites about 10-15 years before he died; Son played
with Patton in Clarksdale; Son was in the army in WWI but never went
across the ocean; Son got paid 75$ for the recordings in Detroit; Hester
remembers Pony Blues by Patton;

Steven Calt and Wardlow conduct the interview with Hester

00.45.17

13

Son could play church music and came back to the church before he died;
Son worked on Union street in Memphis; Son got married when the WPA
New Deal projects started; Son's mother expected Son to eventually come
back to the church; Son could hold his liquor and started at it young; Son
was baptized in Renova, MS;

Steven Calt and Wardlow conduct the interview with Hester

00.51.46

14

Son was proud of making money off the record; Son always took care of
his bills and neccessities; Charlie Patton as a child playing music; Charlie
was the most famous person in the Delta at that time; Hester remembers
Banty Rooster and other songs;

Steven Calt and Wardlow conduct the interview with Hester
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